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Message from Mayor of YOKOHAMA
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Fumiko Hayashi
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The 50th Annual Meeting of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) was held here in the City of Yokohama over four days from

MBS e IR

May 4 to 7, 2017. In 2013, ADB and the City of Yokohama concluded a memorandum of understanding to promote cooperation
in solving urban problems in Asian cities, and have deepened their collaboration since. Hosting the memorable 50th Annual
Meeting of ADB, a valued partner, in Yokohama, which was attended by a record number of about 5,000 people from 101

countries and regions, has been a great honor and privilege.

On the occasion of this Annual Meeting, and as a member of the Asia-Pacific region, we worked together with ADB on
the theme of “Building Together the Prosperity of Asia” for a future full of hope. Presentations to promote international
understanding at Yokohama elementary and junior high schools, and collaboration events in all 18 wards of the city gave a large
number of people the opportunity to gain higher awareness of Asia’s present and future.

Further, during the ADB Annual Meeting period, we held a women's leadership seminar in cooperation with ADB on the long-
standing themes of gender equality and the empowerment of women in Asia, widely sharing the City of Yokohama’s measures
to support women, and reaffirming that women's leadership is indispensable for sustainable development in Asia. At a "Host

Country Youth Event" hosted by the City of Yokohama, university students of the city discussed various problems they learned
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about first-hand through field work in Asia, and produced recommendations that were submitted to ADB. As such, this was
an invaluable opportunity not only for the participating students, but also for the City of Yokohama, which is committed to
nurturing the global human resources that will build the city's future.

Both the organizers and the participants gave high praise for the smooth operation of the ADB Annual Meeting, the hospitality
shown by the city through its citizens and many volunteers, and for the exhibitions and other events presenting the charm of the
city in terms of urban development, infrastructure technology, sightseeing attractions and so on. Thanks to the cooperation of so

many people, | feel that we were able to raise the presence of the City of Yokohama as a global MICE destination.

To all the citizens who cooperated in this endeavor, to all other participants, including Kanagawa Prefecture and private sector
companies that made donations or otherwise assisted, and to all the security personnel that worked hard to ensure a safe
environment for all, | hereby extend my deep appreciation. Finally, to everyone at ADB, to the Ministry of Finance and other
government officials, and to all the many others who graced us with their support and cooperation in various situations, | hereby
express my sincere gratitude.

Fumiko Hayashi

Mayor of Yokohama
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Message from Minister of Finance
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Taro Aso

Dear People of Yokohama City and All Other Concerned,

It is my great pleasure to say a few words to mark the publication
of “Memories of the 50th ADB ANNUAL MEETING YOKOHAMA 2017".

The 50th Annual Meeting of the ADB was held from May 4 to May 7,
2017, in the City of Yokohama, and was attended by approximately
5,000 participants from all over Asia, including finance ministers,
central bank governors, government officials, and representatives of

international organizations, the private sector and NGOs.

Asia has made remarkable progress in economic development
and if it keeps up its present pace, Asia’s GDP will account for more
than half of the entire world’s GDP by 2050. ADB has been playing an
important role in the development of Asia, and | am honored that
the Annual Meeting was held in the City of Yokohama—one of the
most international cities in Japan,—on the milestone of the ADB's
50th anniversary. | am confident that the many lively discussions on
the future of Asia during this Annual Meeting have now become a
new, major step forward towards further development of Asia.

I hereby wish to express my deep gratitude to the people of
Yokohama, as well as to all of our partners.The success of the 50th
ADB Annual Meeting would not have been possible without your

tremendous support.

Minister of Finance
Taro Aso
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Message from Asian Development Bank President
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Takehiko Nakao

On behalf of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), | wish to extend my
sincere gratitude to the people and city of Yokohama, together with
the Government of Japan, for successfully hosting the 50th Annual
Meeting of our Board of Governors. | would like to reiterate my
deepest appreciation to His Imperial Highness, the Crown Prince of
Japan, for honoring this Annual Meeting with his presence.

As we celebrated ADB's half century of improving people’s lives in
Asia and the Pacific, we were impressed by the city's hospitality.
Yokohama, a global city that welcomed all of us so warmly, proved
to be a fitting venue for such an august occasion. The meeting was
registered more than 5,000 participants, a record number for an ADB
Annual Meeting. High-level dignitaries, ministers of finance, and
representatives of civil society, academia, the media, and the private
sector were among the participants.

We were encouraged by the many volunteers who helped make
our meeting memorable and enjoyable, including the senior citizens
at the welcome center who offered advice on the city's attractions,
the young people who greeted participants at the airport and the
bus station, and the guides at all our events.

| would like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to Mayor Fumiko
Hayashi for her leadership and invaluable support and to the citizens
of Yokohama for their active participation and dedication. | also
would like to thank Mr. Taro Aso, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Finance of Japan and his team for the excellent planning and
unwavering commitment.

Yokohama will always have a special place in ADB history.
Takehiko Nakao

President
Asian Development Bank
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